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MEDICAL PAPERS. 



I.. An Account of an Uncommon Cafe of Emphyfema y and of 
an external Abfcefs ivhofe Contents were dif charged by cough- 
ing.. By EDWARD AUGUSTUS HOLYOKE, m. d. 

F. A. A. 

ON Tuefday, July 1 5th, 1 78 3 , 1 was defired by the gen- 
tleman who attended him, to vifit as boy of about 
twelve months old, who he told me had been mo&feverely 
handled by a peripneumony for ten days j but that a- very 
uncommon tumour lately appearing upon the child, made 
him defirous I fliould fee him. 

Upon viewing the patient, I found a large foft elaftick 
flatulent tumour, evidently crackling under the fingers when 
preffed upon, as tumours arifing from air in the cellular 
membrane, ufualiy do. This tumour (hewed itfelf all at once 
on the v precedingevening, about feven or eight o'clock, as the. 
child lay in its mother's lap, during, a violent fit of cough- 
ing,, on one fide of the neck, near the right majioid mufcle y 
and by ten o'clock, the next morning, when I firft faw it, it 
had fpread acrofs the neck, and up by the left ear, under 
the fcalp, fo as to cover the whole extent of the crotaphite 
mufcle on that fide ; on the left fide, it extended no further 
up than the ear ; downwards, it fpread on the breaft below 
the paps on both fides, and to each axilla, and was evident- 
ly increafmg, efpecially upon coughing, 

The 
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The pulfe was frequent, the flefh hot, the refpiration, 
deep, frequent, and laborious to a great degree ; the cough 
frequent and violent, and the mouth lined with apthae j 
but none of thefe fyrnptoms were increafed (as I was in- 
formed) fince the Emphyfema had taken place : The child 
appeared in the utmoft danger. 

About one o'clock the fame day, I faw the child again •-, 
the fyrnptoms continued much the fame ; but the flatus had 
fpread on the left fide of the head up to the vertex -, and 
farther down upon the breaft j and farther round than the 
axilla. 

The next morning, Wednesday the 16th, the Emphyfema 
occupied a larger fpace upon the the head, though chiefly on 
the left fide ftill j had extended over both fcapula j and had 
got further down on the breaft, and indeed covered the 
whole thorax on the forepart, and on the left fide pafled over 
the oblique abdominal mufcles down to the groin. The 
child had now a more cadaverous look j the hands were pur- 
plifh, and the pulfe plainly lower and more funk ; the dif- 
ficulty of breathing ftill kept up ; and we expected he 
would foon expire. 

Thurfday 17th, a. m. Matters in much the fame fituation 
as yefterday, only the tumour now extended over both fides 
of the abdomen, but did not pafs over the recti mufcles, cov- 
ered almoft all the back, and on the head, had paffed over 
the vertex, and now covered the whole right fide. 

Friday 1 8th, the child ftill alive j the dyfpncea, cough, &c, 
ftill continued. He had taken no medicine, for twenty four 

hours 
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hoars paft, nor had fwallowed any thing but a little drink. 
The tumour now covered the whole trunk, except a fmall 
area round the navel, and a narrow ftripe both above and be- 
low it, upon the linea alba, which were free from all fwell- 
ing ; the whole neck was puffed up, and the head under thi 
hairy fcalp every where, except the back part ; where the 
air feems to have been prevented from infinuating itfelf, by 
the prefTure of the head, as it lay upon the pillow ; the face 
was every where free, as alfo both the upper and lower 
limbs. This evening the child. died ; but to our great mor- 
tification, no perfuafions could prevail upon the mother, 
to permit the body to be infpected. The appearance of the 
tumour upon the dead body, was much the fame the next 
morning, as it had been before death. 

To account for thofe uncommon appearances, I think we 
mud fuppcfe a communication fome where, between the 
cavity of the lungs, and the cellular membrane ; and as the 
firft appearance of Emphyfema took place in the neck, upon 
a violent fit of coughing ; it feems highly probable that 
this communication was formed, by a rupture of the mem- 
branes of the ofpera arteria, lomewhere between its cartil- 
ages 3* and thus gave paflage to the air from the lungs into 
the adjacent cellular membrane, at every expiration ; and 
as the cough was very violent, the air would at every fuch 
effort more efpecially, be forcibly impelled through this 
opening, and thus extend itfelf wherever this membrane ex- 
tended } 

* Pollibly a fmall abfccfs might be formed between thefe membranes, and fo by 
weakening them, occafton their burfting, upon a violent exertion in coughing. 
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tended ; at firfr. indeed more rapidly, but ftill continue to 
extend, till therefiftance which the air met with, in palling 
out at the opening, was equal to the force by which it was 
expelled from the trachea in expiration or in coughing. 

This folution of thefe appearances cannot be afcertained^ 
as we were not allowed to open the body, and whether it 
will be thought admiffible. 1 cannot determine ; but as a- 
nother cafe which fell in my way not a great while ago, 
may throw fome light upon this, I will take the liberty to 
relate it. 

A man about fifty three or fifty four years old, of a thin 
habit of body, labouring under a very bad cough, attended 
with a he&ick fever, profufe fweats, Sec, had a large tu^ 
mour formed upon the upper part of the thorax on the 
left fide, extending from the fhoulder, all along the lower 
edge of the clavicle, to the Jiernum, about the breadth of a 
man's hand. This tumour had all the appearance of a 
large abfeefs ; it was accordingly treated as fuch, and fup- 
puration feemed to be coming on as ufual ; but on remov- 
ing the dreffings one day, L found the tumour (though the 
fkin remained whole) lefs prominent to the eye, flabby to 
the touch, and the pain and inflammation abated. I was 
now at a lofs what to make of the cafe, as the abfeefs feem- 
ed too far advanced to expect difcuflion. While I was 
thinking of the matter, the patient afked me, "what could 
occafion that blubbering noife (as he exprefled himfelf) in 
the fore ?" Upon which, applying my ear near the part 
where he perceived the noife, I plainly heard a whizzing, and 

as 
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as he termed it, a blubbering noife at every breath, exactly 
refembling fuch as arifes from the rufhing of air through a 
fmall orifice. This orifice appeared to be juft under the 
left clavicle, but nearer to the fhoulder than the fternum* 
Upon viewing the part attentively, a fmall dilation and 
contraction was perceptible upon expiration and infpira- 
tion ; and the part was evidently puffy and flatulent to the 
touch. At this time the cough was urgent, and the ex- 
pectoration very copious. 

From this time, the tumour, inflammation, and hardnefs, 
fubfidedj the noife inbreathing gradually leffened, till it 
ceafed ; and by the affiftance of pectoral medicines, the 
bark, &c. the hectick and cough after a while left him j and 
with them the fweats, &c. his appetite returned, and he 
recovered his flrength, though flowly ; and is at this time 
in tolerable health. 

In this cafe I think it certain that the inflammation pene- 
trated to the lungs, which no doubt adhered to the pleura 
in this part ; and the abfcefs burfting inwardly, the matter 
was difcharged through the trachea by the affiftance of the 
cough, which was at this time very conltant j but the cavity 
of the lungs having now a communication with the cavity 
of the abfcefs, fome of the air from the lungs would pafs 
at every expiration into this cavity ; but would .not diffufe 
itfelf in the cellular membrane and produce general emphy- 
fema in this cafe, as in the cafe iirft mentioned, probably 
becaufe, the inflammation of the cellular membrane, which 
furrounds all abfcefses, and limits their extent, muft have 

formed 



Account of a Locked Jaw. 191 

formed a barrier impenetrable by the air, as it rufhed out 
of the lungs into this cavity ; and of courfe the whole of 
what was thrown into the cavity of the abfcefs at each ex- 
piration, would be drawn back again into the lungs, at 
the next infpiration, and thus the furrounding parts might 
efcape tumefaction : and this palling and repairing of the> 
air will fully account for the noife, which the patient com^- 
plained of. 

II. Account of a Locked Jaw. By AARON DEXTER,. 

M. D. F. A. A. 

Bojlon, January 26th, 1790. 
SIR, 

I BEG leave to prefent to the Academy, a particular hifto- 
ry of the unfortunate cafe of my friend, Dr. Edward 
Wyer. It rarely happens, that the particular circumftanc- 
es attending the difeafe, with the full effect of applications, 
and a conftant variation of practice, as fymptoms appeared, 
can be attended to as was the cale in this inftance : owing 
to his having no other nurfes than fuch phyficians, with 
his own afliftance, as were able to change the mode accord- 
ing to appearances. 

I prefume, it may give fome information to medical gen- 
tlemen, who have not had an opportunity of bei^ig witneiT- 
es to fuch diftreffing fcenes. 

I am, with the greater! refpect, 

your molt obedient fervant, 

A. DEXTER. 

The Hon. James Bowdoin Efq.l 

Prefident of the a. a, s, j 



